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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 
In oarly September, [[ —Ss—s—sSCSC thew flying and sround personnei of 


the ist VP Air Div, and the division headquarters were located in Cottrus, 

The administrative persormel of the ist and 3d Rests were stationed in 

Bautzen and the aduinistrative personnel of the 2d Kegt in Kavenz, The ist, 

ed and 3d Maint ns were located in Cottbus, Kanenz and Uaut.en respectively. (1) 


ae AER Ue PCY 


Personnel Strengths, 
Division 
ae Headquarters: 
The headquarters consisted of about 120 officers and 0", The exact strensth 
could not be determined because nest oi the personnel vere atiendin.: courses 
an Cottbus, Kanenz and Bautzen, Only about 15 officers and 10 #2 wore 
observec at the headeuarters buildin» itself, « radar section of tree 
eificers and eisht Bi was also assizned to the division headquarters, which 
furthornere included a Sijnal section, the officers anc Unteriomiis sare of 
which had been trained in Pirna, In early September, the division ‘ind orvanigod 
a training course for the flyin: and service persornel of its three reginents, 
vource observed a total of 320 nen, cntering the billets. (2) 


be Mach regiment of the division consisted of a headquarters of abou! $0 men and 
of three squacrons. About 25 acniinistrative versornel were assigned te each 
SQRAaAGPON. 


Ge ach neintenance batbalion covsisted of an aircraft maintenance Urey a Duel 
supniy unit ef about 20 nen, a uctor transport unit of about 50 men. a Signal 
unit, anc a snoply unit. (3) 


Specialized training was exclusively or-anized -y the headquarters of tie lst air 
Division. ceneral wilitary trainin was conducted on the vasis of reculations 
issued br the cain Administration for frainin. (1VA), In early Vepterber, a 
training course fer flying and technical persomel vas held in Cottbus, Instruce 
tlon was viven on Yake9 anc fak-16 aircrart inelucing their ongines. struction 
on aerodimanics, age navisation, and .olitical incoetrination vere alse ‘iven, 
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Lessons vere given from 8 a.m, to 2 pom. and after 5 p.m, The training 
was scheduled to last three years, iUovever, the oroegram could also be 
covered in 15 months. Another training course was organized for future 
instructors in navigation. Poligeirat Kurt Dobidat and tive other men 
participated in a course for parachutBts, which was to make the students 
Familiar with the folding of parachutes ami the peculiarities of the 


six different types of parachutes in use. Paravhute janps with these 


parachutes wore also practiced, On 1 veptenber, a signal communications 
course was scheduled to start in Sautzen, The personnel of the radar - 
section of the division headquarters was to attend this course, A course 
tor the handling of oxygen was held in Kamenz. (1) 


No technical instructions were given to the administrative personnel of 

ihe three resiments and the three maintenance battalions, The daily duties 
of these personnel included guard details, bagic training, training in 
Firing, physical training and political indoctrination. The units in Kemensz 
votated for harvesting worl. 


4 training course was siven for junior officers in Pirna until sbout early 
fugust 1952, Subjects taucht included Russian, chemistry, physics, geometry 
snd mathematics. The students were told that they were designated to serve 
28 pilota. Soviet medical officers thoroughly inspected them and rejected 
many of the trainees. Those who met the required physical standards were 
:sked whether they were ready to attend, for a period of two years, a 

school from where they could not go on leave. ‘Those who consented to go 
were granted a leave and, acccrding to a VP Kommissar, who was rejected as 
shysically unfit, probably departed to the U,5.5.2. in early September 1952. 


- 


in early September, recruits from 16 to 2, years old continuously arrived 
Yor the Ist VP Air Div in Kamenz. ‘The recruits had to wear their civilian 
vlothes for a number of days, because enough uniforms wero not available, 
“Tlor to being recruited, the young men were promised that they would be 
given assignments with special consideration to their professional training. 
Sowever, this promise was not kept. 


Many of the members of he 1st VP Air Div inasmuch as they did not belong to 
the flying or maintenance personnel were dissatisfied with their now status, 
rrior to their transfer to the Air Police they had been promised that they 


would receive at least the same pay as in their previous asslemmentsa, Uow- 


ever, many of the officers were given assignments in which they drew leas 
vay than before, 


Cn 7 October 1952, on the o..casion of the parade in Kast Berlin celebrating 
the anniversary of the foundation of the German Democratic Republic, five 
sorpanies of the Kasernierte Volkspolizei numbering 100 men each were 
cbserved. They definitely were an air force unit. The companies marched 
in ranks of 10 men abreast. The first crempany. was led by a major and the 
first rank of this unit consisted exclusively of officers. The other com= 
canies were also led by an officer but consisted only of Bil having the 

same grade, Tho soldiers were unaried and wore epaulets with a silver cross 
Sar, Officers and enlisted men wore olive drab uniforms, those of the 
officers being of a superior quality and cut. Both wore light blue collar 
patches, the EH with a silver wing on them, All the uniforms seen had 
closed collars, The cuffs of officers! uniforms had light blue pipings and 
wipings of the same color were on the outside seams of their breeches. 

the officers alse wore belts and epaulets. The company commanders had sere 
vice caps with olack»redeold cotkades and wings, The 10 officers of the 
Sirst rank of the first conpany wore olive drab sarrison caps in the 

Soviet style with Light blue pipings. The 7° wore clive drab blouses and 
ski trousers, black belts with nehal buckles without any enblems, and Light 
slLue-borccred olive drab epaulets, the giac of the former German epaulets. 
The cockades on garrison caps had no wings. Uo special insignia were seen. 
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Of the 500 Air Police, 450 were 17 to 20 years old, the remainder 
20 to 23 years old. The personnel showed excellent marching dis- 
cipline and, contrary to the other VP units, scemed to represent an 
elite. (6) 


The headquarters of the VP air division was previousl 
located in Kanmenz, lUowever, 
of the organization of the first VP air division. 
that the division headquarters and the Ist Regt are stationed in 
Sottbus, and the 2d and 3d Rests in Kanenz and Bautgen respectively, 
is believed to be correct. The assumption that the flying personnel 
of the division was assembled in Cottbus for training was reported 
previously. [L—CS—S -« Cn 25 and 26 September, pilots, 


Lelieved to be 


. who had attended this course, arrived in Bautzen, where their traini ing 


th) 


15) 


was continued. ihe same applies probably also to Kamenz. 
A signal school of the Kasernierte Volkspolizei is located in Pirna. 


‘The orranizetion of the regiments and battalions follows the Soviet 


‘pattern. The flying personnel and particularly well trained technical 


persomnei are assigned to the regiments. To each regiment is attached 
a special maintenance and Ss Lattalion, which corresponds to the 
Soviet OATBs. 


It was previously assumed that training of pilots was conducted with 
Yak-lls. However, the description of the aircraft given[~__Jis 

too vague to support this assummtion, Since initial pilot training 

was given at the time of observation it appears more probably that Yak-18s 
were actually used. However, this point requires clarification. Infor- 
mation on the signal course given in Bautzen was transmitted previously. 


2 
4 


This iten of information cannot be evaluated. The possibility that 
pilots of the former German Air Force are bein; trained outside Germany 
was indicated previously. According to other reports, there is a Soviet- 
azency at Sommapstein Castle near Pirna, to which German technical per- 
sonnel and engineers are assi:-ned, 


For uniforms and grade insignia observed at the savade: in Berlin, see 
Annex. 
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Uniforms and Grade Insignia of VP Air Units 


Observed in Serlin 
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